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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Syllabus

Department of Education 2022-23

Course Name: Gender Differences in Learning and Educational Choices

Course Number: 1291215

Lecturer: Prof. Yariv Feniger

Goals:

Research shows that in contemporary developed countries women are more
educated than men and their level of achievement is, on average, higher. Yet,
gender segregation in fields of study in secondary and tertiary education
remains relatively stable. This segregation has profound effects on occupational
and earning gaps. This course aims at discussing theoretical explanations for
these patterns based on findings from recent studies.

Course Chapters:

¢ Biology, sex and the brain

e Gender differences among infants and toddlers: biology or
socialization?

e Gender and achievement from kindergarten to high school

e |s there a gender bias among teachers?

e Why more boys lag behind?

e Gender, math and science in Israeli Jewish and Arab schools

e Vertical and horizontal dimensions of inequality in higher education

e Explanations for the underrepresentation of women in STEM fields

¢ |s single-sex schooling the solution?

Requirements:

Components of final grade

Reading reports 20%

Term paper 80%
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